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Greetings From The President 


Qe 


We are commencing a new school year and a new year of the Cal- 


ilornia School Library Association, Northern Section. The Associa- 


tion is working for the improvement and welfare of all branches of 
school library service; its achievements benefit all school librarians. 


Let us support our Association by becoming members. Let us make 
this a Lanner mcmbership year. 


RUTH SEYMOUR, President. 
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Impression Of The American Library Association 


At New Haven, Connecticut 
By Helen C. Buliock, Library, San Jose State College 


THE AMERICAN LIBRARY Association 
held its fifty-third annual conference at 
New Haven, Connecticut. June 22-27. New 


Haven, with its :nagznificent new Sterling Me- 
morial Library and famous Harkness Quad- 
rangle, was the setting for the meeting which 
drew some three thousand librarians who came 


from all parts of the United States, Canada and 
Mexico. 

The first general session of the Association 
opened on Monday evening with Andrew 
Keogh, librarian of Yale University, giving the 
opening address of welcome, in the absence of 
Dr. James Rowland Angell. president of Yale, 
who had sailed for Europe. Dr. Keogh wel- 
comcd the delegates in his usual charming and 
cordial manner, and presented Mayor Thomas 
A. Tully of New Haven and Edwin P. Root, 
president of the board of directors, New Haven 
Free Public Library, who also gave addresses 
of welcome. The meeting was then turned over 
to Mr. Adam Sirohm, president of the Ameri- 
can Library Association, who gave the address 
of the evening. 


Mr. Strohm spoke on “Intellectual Freedom 
and Integrity” in which he admonished librar- 
ians not to become entangled in the dangers of 
the machine age. No one has time to nourish 
his inner personal life; his rest period so vi- 
brates with nerves and overstimulation, such a 
state of mental tension demanding another 
spurt. In this never ending weary chase for a 
good time. individuals surrender mental free- 
dom, the right to a balanced, individual life of 
thoughts and emotions, of memories and ex- 
periences of yearnings and lofty ambitions—all 
of which are necessary for poise and a person- 
ality. Mr. Strohm has no sympathy for people 
who substitute reading for thinking or who re- 
tire from their fellowmen in gloomy self-intro- 
spection. Too much reading, even educational, 
may be stupefying and enslaving as the tread- 
mill rounds of brute labor. 


At this meeting the association council 
passed a resolution advocating a congressional 
appropriation of $100,000,000 “as an equalizing 
and stimulating fund for rural public library 
service to be expended over a ten-year period.” 
A Federal library commission. to include pos- 
sibly members of the United States Department 
cf Agriculture and Education, appointed by the 
President would administer the fund. 

This very interesting and inspiring session 
was followed by an informal reception in the 
new Sterling Memorial Library given by the of- 
ficers of Yale University and the library staff. 
As the delegates entered this beautiful new 


building, many for the first time, exclamations 
of wonder and delight were heard. The main 
corridor of the library was thronged with the 
visiting delegates, who spent the time very hap- 
pily chatting, renewing old acquaintances and 
forming new associations. This evening not be- 
ing the occasion for an official inspection of the 
building, resolves were made to return at the 
first opportunity for a more intimate survey. 

At the second general session which met on 
Tuesday morning, Mr. Frederic A. Whiting. 
president of the American Federation of Arts 
and since 1913 director of the Cleveland Mu- 
seum of Art, spoke on “The Co-ordinating 
Community Programs for Art Appreciation.” 
He urged that libraries be developed so that 
they may become cultural centers for their 
communities from the standpoint of art appre- 
ciation and understanding. 

The speaker at this session was William 
Lyon Phelps of Yale University, who spoke on 
“The Librarian’s Opportunity.” In introducing 
Professor Phelps, Mr. Strohm said “he is some- 
thing more than an academic figure, he is not 
only stimulating as a critic and as an interpre- 
tor, but he has given to all of us the strength 
to goon.” Mr. Phelps declared that Yale Uni- 
versity has the most beautiful library building 
in the world and though there may be librar- 
ians as good as Mr. Keogh, the university’s li- 
brarian, there are none better. He compared 
the modern librarian to the middleman who 

eeps books constantly flowing. The librarian 
cannot give advice to everyone who comes in 
but by just a hint or a suggestion, the whole 
trend of his life may be changed. Many books 
so carefully prepared for children are an insult 
to their intelligence. Let them have the great 
works of the world that were not written for 
them, such as the Bible, Gulliver’s Travels, Ro- 
binson Crusoe, and Shakespeare but don’t be 
alarmed if small boys and girls take out ridicu- 
lously melodramatic stories. It is better for 
them to read trash than not to read at all, and 
even these may be the means of opening up the 
great world of literature. The librarian cannot 
afford to commit the unpardonable sin of miss- 
ing the opportunity, when just a hint or a word 
might bring about a tremendous influence. Re- 
ferring to his own experiences reading Goethe’s 
“Faust” as a boy, he declared that it is a good 
thing to associate with one’s intellectual super- 
iors. In spite of the fact that this era has given 
us the radio, the automobile, the talkies, and 
other diversions, there are now more readers in 
the world than ever before. He concluded with 
“You are concerned with the only part of the 
city or the university that is permanent. The 
library is the central vitalizing force of the in- 
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tellectual life.” Mr. Phelps received a great 
ovation when he finished and again when he 
left the stage. The hour being late, Mr. 
Strohm, the President, postponed the business 
meeting until Thursday morning. 

As Wednesday was free, delegates welcomed 
the opportunity for sight-seeing. While Yale 
University is without doubt the chief pride of 
New Haven, the city itself offers many historic 
attractions. An advertisement to “see all of 
Yale and beautiful New Haven” lured the writer 
and a two-hour drive took one from East Rock 
Park at one end of the city to West End Park 
at the other, about five miles. At each of these 
parks one obtains a beautiful view of the city 
and university; the former affords a panoramic 
view of Long Island Sound. East Rock Park 
contains about four hundred acres, where is 
found the Rose Gardens, the Zoo and on its 
highest point the Soldiers’ Monument, dedi- 
cated to the soldier dead of the city. West 
Park is the site of Judge’s Cave, given its name 
in pre-revolutionary days when the two regicide 
judges, Major-Generals Edward Whalley and 
William Goffe hid from officers of Charles the 
Second. The avenue running out toward West 
Park, named after Edward Whalley, passes by 
the Yale Bowl and the Walter Camp Memorial 
Arch. The return included the residential and 
downtown business section. 

An informal party at the Pine Orchard 
Country Club given by the Board of Directors 
of the Free Public Library and the City of New 
Haven was the outstanding social event of the 
week. The day was perfect for such a gather- 
ing; the spot ideally situated on Long Island 
Sound. Never did the sky appear so blue nor 
the grass so green as on that day. Music and 
dancing were provided within the clubhouse, 
while the spacious lawns were dotted with 
groups enjoying vistas of beauty on every side. 

The third general session, meeting on 
Thursday morning, proved to be a lively one 
when the Executive Board announced that only 
$3300 was needed to complete the million dol- 
lar endowment fund. Various members arose 
and took out enough sustaining memberships to 
raise the desired amount. A person friendly to 
the American Library Association, whose name 
is withheld, last year promised a gift of $1,000,- 
000 provided a like sum was raised by members 
of the association, which will now be in pos- 
session of a $2,000,000 fund. Members at this 
meeting gave a vote of thanks to Mr. George 
B. Utley, for his work in securing the endow- 
ment. Further business brought before the 
house was “to amend section 1 of the by-laws 
to provide for a $3.00 annual dues for those who 
receive the Bulletin other than the Proceedings 
and the Handbook, and for the elimination of 
the initiation fee.” The motion was put to a 
vote and carried. 

Miss Elizabeth Pomeroy, supervisor of Hos- 
pital Libraries Medical Service, and chief, Li- 

ary Section, U. S. Veterans’ Bureau presented 
the first paper, her topic being “Hospital Li- 


braries.” The speaker made a strong plea for 
all librarians to become interested in hospital 
library development for three reasons. ..“First, 
the hospital offers to the public library an ex- 
cellent opportunity to extend its adult educa- 
tion, second, the hospital library affords one of 
the best avenues through which friends may be 
gained for the public library, and, third, through 
treatment by reading, the public library shares 
in restoring and promoting the health of the 
community.” 

The present library situation in England was 
summed up by E. Cockburn Kyte of the Doug- 
las Library, Queen’s University, Kingston, On- 
tario, in his very excellent paper on “Recent 
Developments in Library Work in England.” 
The librarian has been recognized at last by the 
Government, which for the first time is to as- 
sume some responsibility for book provision for 
the whole community. The consolidation of a 
few of the library associations with the parent 
has resulted in a vigorous and rejuvenated 
body, membership now approaching three 
thousand. The Association of Special Libraries 
and Information Bureaux maintains a separate 
existence at this time, but is expected to merge 
with the Library Association soon. A very en- 
couraging item is that every county has its sys- 
tem of libraries, which means that all the Eng- 
lish people now have library facilities. The 
task before the librarian is to improve the ser- 
vice and to educate the public. A scheme for 
linking co-operating libraries into larger groups 
which would center around the library of some 
regional metropolis where all these groups or 
regions can again look to a common center in 
the National Library for students was outlined 
in the course of his address. 

Because of the lateness of the hour Dr. 
Louis R. Wilson, University of North Carolina 
Library, gave only a brief resume of his paper. 
“The Emergence of the College Library.” 

“Leisure in a machine age” was the topic 
selected by Mr. Stuart Chase for his talk at the 
fourth general session. Mr. Chase was pre- 
sonted by the Governor of the State of Con- 
necticut the Honorable Wilbur L. Cross. The 
meeting closed with the announcement of the 
officers for the coming year. The writer re- 
grets that she was unable to remain in New 
Haven for this session. 

Of the section meetings, special mention 
should be made of the section for library work 
with children when the Newberry Medal was 
presented by Mary Gould Davis, chairman, to 
Elizabeth Coatsworth for “The Cat Who Went 
to Heaven.” The Newberry Medal is awarded 
each year for the most distinguished contribu- 
ticn to children’s literature produced during the 
preceding year. 

At the Young People’s Reading Round 
Table. Mrs. May Lamberton Becker gave an en- 
thusiastic talk about “The Tastes of the Teens” 
in which she brought out the fallacy of making 
definite lists of books suitable for boys and 
girls from twelve to sixteen years of age. The 
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tastes of young people change so rapidly, that 
a book liked in January will be rejected in 
June. Mrs. Becker based her talk on letters 
written to her as Readers Guide for the Satur- 
day Review of Literature; literary editor of St. 
Nicholas; and book editor of The Scholastic. 
Mr. Henry Seidel Canby, editor of the Saturday 
Review of Literature, gave an address entitled 
“Reading Habits of the Intelligent Reader,” at 
the general section meeting of the College and 
Reference Section. 

The City of New Haven, the staffs of the 
University Library and the Free Public Li- 
brary were most cordial in extending hospitality 
to their guests. Tea was served each afternoon 
in the Library Court of the new Sterling Me- 
morial Library. Professor Harry B. Jepson, 


University Organist, presented a beautiful hour 
of music on the celebrated Newberry Memorial 


Organ in Woolsey Hall, one evening. Under 
the guidance of staff members the Sterling Me- 
morial Library was open for inspection each 
day. Guests were permitted to visit the Eliza- 
bethan Club, admittance being only by invita- 
tion. This club contains a priceless collection 
of Shakespeare and Milton quartos and folios. 
The University Buildings attracted interest, 
among them the Yale University Press, the 
Peabody Museum of Natural History, and the 
School of the Fine Arts. New Haven, with its 
meeting house green bordered by three charm- 
ing old churches, with its palatial residences 
surrounded by beautiful and stately old elm 
trees, with its many spots of historic interest, 
will long be remembered. Among the great and 
lasting pleasures will be the memory of attend- 
ing the A. L. A. conference at New Haven, 


where is found the “most beautiful library in 
the world.” 


REPORT OF THE MAY MEETING 


By Polly R.Hatch, Polytechnic High School 
San Francisco 


The final business meeting of our associa- 
tion for the 1930-31 term was held on May 12, 
1931. We met at the Sir Francis Drake Hotel, 
San Francisco, for luncheon and held the busi- 
ness session afterward. About 35 members 
were present at the luncheon which turned out 
to be rather a gala occasion since we were en- 
tertained by a style show of mannikins from a 
local store. 


The business meeting was substantially as 
follows: 

1. Since the secretary was unable to be 
present, we omitted the reading the minutes 
of our last meeting. 

2. The reports of the treasurer were read 
and accepted, as were also the reports of the 
Publicity, Program and Membership Commit- 
tees. 

3. The Chairman of the Nominating Com- 

.ee, Helen Price, read the report on nomi- 
nees for office for the new term. The slate was 
as follows: 

Ruth Seymour, President. 

Joyce Backus, Vice President. 

Hazel Levy, Secretary. 

Eleanor McAllister, Treasurer. 

The report was accepted. 

4. Upon suggestions made to our section at 
the joint meetipg in Del Monte, we voted to 
increase the annual dues for membership to 
$1.50, which will include the bulletins. We vot- 
ed to sell our bulletin separately to non-mem- 
bers for 50 cents a year. 


5. We voted to authorize Miss Helen Bul- 
lock, San Jose State Teachers’ College Library, 


to act as our representative at the June meeting 
of the A. L. A., in New Haven. Ten dollars 





was voted toward her expenses there. 

6. We voted to co-operate with the South- 
ern Section in the entertainment, at a breakfast, 
of delegates to the N. E. A. Convention in Los 
Angeles in June, providing our share of the ex- 
penses should not exceed $25. 

7. The president announced that the annual 
Institute was to be held in Oakland this year 
and that the topic will be “Vital Values in Ed- 
ucation.” 

8. A letter from the secretary of the A. L. 
A. was read. This letter was a most gracious 
acknowledgement of our purchase of a contri- 
buting membership in the A. L. A. for the pres- 
ent year. 

9. The report of the Professional Commit- 
tee which was concerned with our recommenda- 
tion for the elementary credential for school li- 
brarians was read, discussed, and accepted. 

The meeting then adjourned. 


au Memoriam 
Since the last issue of our Bulletin, Mrs. 
Nell B. Fuller, one of our most highly 
esteemed members, has passed away. Mrs. 
Fuller was treasurer of our organization 
during the 1930-31 term. In the eight 
years during which she served as Librar- 


ian of the Modesto Junior College, she 
brought to that institution and to our pro- 
fession a patient, untiring service. Her 
unobtrusive, staunch personality made her 
a leader in her circle of acquaintances 


and friends. Her passing is a real loss to 
us all. 
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Joint Meeting of The N. E. A. And A. L. A. At Los Angeles 


By Mildred Beymer, Roosevelt Jr. High Sckeel 
San Francisco 


School librarians are aware of the import- 
ance of bringing together the two institutions 
that are striving for the advancement of the 
child, the school and the library. At the annual 
convention of the National Educational Associ- 
ation in Los Angeles in June, school librarians 
enjoyed two special sessions prepared by the 
A. L. A—N. E. A. committee, under the direc- 
tion of Miss Jasmine Britton of Los Angeles, 
Chairman of the Education Committee of the 
American Library Association. 


On Wednesday afternoon, July 1, Miss Mar- 
jorie Yan Deusen, president of the Southern 
section of the California School Library Asso- 
ciation, presided at a meeting of over one hun- 
dred librarians. Miss Druzilla Mackey, director 
of Immigrant education, Fullerton, spoke on the 
topic, “An Unprinted Mexican Book.” Althea 
Warren, first assistant librarian, Public Library, 
Los Angeles, spoke on “Articulate Woman.” 
Benjamin H. Lehman from the University of 
California, inspired his audience by a talk on 
“American Civilization in Recent American Lit- 
erature.” Mr. Lehman warned that “the librar- 


ian’s primary concern is not with books but 
life.” After adjournment an opportunity was 
given to examine a collection of new profes- 


sional books from the American Library Asso- 
ciation. 


ary Schools, Sacramento. 


The Place of the Central School Library In An Elementary School 
System. Ida J. Gardiner, Librarian, Teachers’ Professional Li- 
brary, Sacramento Public Schools. 

School Library Service In a Public Library Branch. Eleanor A. 
McAllister, Librarian, Burbank Junior High School, Berkeley. 
Edited by the Publicity Committee 
C. S. L. A., Northern Section 





Don’t Miss This Meeting! 
JOINT SESSION 


C. S. L. A., Northern Section 
Library Section, C. T. A., Bay Section 


At The 
Teachers’ Professional Library, Oakland 


Tuesday, December 22, 1:30 P. M. 
Chairman: Ruth Seymour, Tamalpais Union High School, Sausalito 
Vice Chairman: Joyce Backus, Librarian, San Jose State College 


Program 


Making the Elementary Library a Vital Factor in Elementary Edu- 
cation. Leo B. Baisden, Assistant Superintendent for Element- 


The California School Library Association 
entertained on Thursday morning, July 2, at 
7:30 with an Author’s Breakfast in honor of the 
Officials of the National Educational Associa- 
tion at Woman’s Athletic Club. This meeting, 
the last of the series of Book Breakfasts of the 
Book committee of the Southern Section, was 
attended by about two hundred leading educat- 
ors, authors, publishers, artists motion picture 
celebrities, and librarians. It is gratifying to 
note that the guests included Dr. Sutton, presi- 
dent of the N. E. A., Dr. William John Cooper, 
U. S. Commissioner of Education, and Joy El- 
mer Morgan, editor of the Journal of the N. 
E. A. 

The Northern section wishes to congratulate 
and thank the Southern section on their success 
as hostesses at the convention. It is our regret 
that more school librarians from the Northern 
section were not present. 

— QQ 


ATTENTION SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 

Dues in C. S. L. A., Northern Section, for 
the year 1931-32, are now payable. Send them 
to Eleanor McAllister, Librarian, Burbank Jun- 
ior High School, Berkeley, or pay them at our 
December meeting in Oakland. Let’s have a 
100 percent membership—dues are $1.50, which 
includes cost of bulletins. 


—————— 
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News Of Our Northern Section Librarians, Fall 1931 


Edith Bond, formerly of San Jose State Col- 
lege Library, is taking her Master's at Columbia 
and incidentaliy enjoying iiie in New York, al- 
though she groans over :chooi work. 

Cosette Anderson, graduate of U. C. L. A, 
1930, and graduate of University of Cailfornia 
Library School, 1931, is assistant librarian at 
the Pasadena Junior College. 

Elizabeth Scott, who was at Balboa High 
School, San Francisco, last year, is having the 
fun of establishing the new library at Lowell 
High. 

Ida Belle Craig San Jose State College, 1931, 
is librarian of tne new David Lubin Junior High 
School library, Sacramento. 

Catherine Lavis, U. C., i931, is temporary 
cataloger, Yuba County Junior College, Marys- 
ville, California. 

Joy Belle Jackson, formerly assistant librar- 
ian at San Jose State College, is now County 
Librarian of Tuolomne County. 

Viva Drew, San Francisco, was transferred 
from the John Sweit Junicr High school to the 
new Aptos Junior High. 

Grace Jordan is librarian of the Santa Rosa 
Junior College. She was on the campus at San 
Jose State this summer. 

Maurine Sims, formerly assistant librarian 
of Santa Ana Junior College, graduate of U. C. 
Library School, 1931, is librarian of the Yuba 
County Junior College, Marysville. 

Ruth Bradley, also U. C., 1931, is in Santa 
Cruz doing doube duty as librarian and teacher 
of English, Mission Junior High School. 

Mrs. Birchelyn Bannister, San Francisco, 
Chairman of our Professional Committee, trans- 
ferred from Horace Mann Junior High to Poly- 
technic High. 

Ruth Porter is taking the place of Henrietta 
Themas, librarian of San Jose High, who is on 
a year’s leave—just to rest. 

Helen Herney, U. C., 1931, is assistant in the 
Los Angeles Junior College library. 

Marguerite Grayson, San Jose State College, 
1931, formerly assistant, Riverside Junior Col- 
lege library, was appointed to Portola Junior 


OUR PROFESSIONAL DUTY. 


Are you a member of A. L. A.? Membership 
in our national organization is certainly one of 
the professional duties of every school librarian. 


——_____9—__________ 
We'll see you in Oakland December 22. 
OO 


Pay your dues early so that you will remain 
on the Bulletin mailing list. 


High School in San Francisco. 

Eleanor Burroughs is serving as textbook 
clerk and part-time assistant in the library at 
the Yuba County Junior College. 

Maude Coleman, San Jose State and U. S. C. 
1931, is the new librarian in the high school at 
Newman. 

Frances Hichborn, U. C., 1929, formerly chil- 
dren’s librarian Coronado Public Library, now 
assists Dora Smith in the reference department 
at San Jose State. 

Esther Jensen, U. C., 1929, is librarian at 
Piedmont High School. 

Catherine Stalford, San Jose, 1927 and 1931, 
is at the Horace Mann Junior High School li- 
brary, San Francisco. 

Helen Stalford, Columbia and Riverside Li- 
brary schools, is with Helen Bullock in the Ed- 
ucation Library at San Jose State College. 

Lois Patterson, U. C., 1931, is the new cata- 
loger in the Teachers’ Professional Library, 
Oakland Public Schools. 

Violet Otterman is librarian of the new Her- 
bert Hoover Junior High School, San Jose. She 
was seen on the campus at San Jose State this 
summer. 

Edith Smith, U. C., 1928, and formerly of 
San Leandro High is librarian and teacher of 
English at the John Frick Junior High School 
at Oakland. 

Geraldine Latham, U. C., 1930, San Jose 
State Library School, 1931, has been officially 
lost to the Northern Section by her appointment 
as librarian of the Elementary and Junior High 
School at Coronado Island (across the bay 
from San Diego.) 

Evelyn Armstrong, San Francisco, trans- 
ferred from the Portola Junior High to the li- 
brary at the John Swett Junior High. 

Harriet Varnum, U. C. Library School, 1930, 
is in Richmond, librarian at the Longfellow 
Junior High School. 

Robert Gitler, U. C. Library School, 1931, 
replaces Edith Bond as head of the circulation 
cepirtment, San Jose State College library. We 
grcet you—another man in our midst. 


The Publicity Committee solicits your co- 
operation. Any contributions that members of 
the Association may have for future Bulletins 
will be welcomed. Send your contributions to 
Mildred L. Beymer, Librarian, Roosevelt Junior 
High School, San Francisco, California. 


ee 


The Southern California Automobile Associ- 
ation, Los Angeles, offers a set of twelve pic- 
tures illustrating the history of transportation. 
Excellent in your picture collection. Only 85c. 





